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This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 
poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 
and graphics. 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 
through the poster design process and answer your poster 
production questions. To view our template tutorials, go 
online to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK.

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001

QUICK START

Zoom in and out
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level that is more 

comfortable to you. 
Go to VIEW > ZOOM.

Title, Authors, and Affiliations
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 
and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 
provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 
text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 
change the size of your text. 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 
institution name(s).

Adding Logos / Seals
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 
logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 
going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 
low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 
like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.  

TIP: See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 
page.

Photographs / Graphics
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 
and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 
corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 
images by enlarging them disproportionally.

Image Quality Check
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 
they will print well. 

QUICK START (cont.)

How to change the template color theme
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 
DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 
choice. You can also create your own color theme.

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 
go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster.

How to add Text
The template comes with a number of 
pre-formatted placeholders for headers and text 
blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 
pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 
from the HOME menu. 

 Text size
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 
present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 
the conference requirements.

How to add Tables
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and 
click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 
and columns. 

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 
document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 
FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins.

Graphs / Charts
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 
Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 
document has been created.

How to change the column configuration
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 
column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 
be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER.

How to remove the info bars
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 
poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 
them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 
match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 
also delete them from the Slide Master.

Save your work
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 
PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF.

Print your poster
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 
Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. 
If you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof 
for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 
before noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 
same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 
offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page.
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon. 

•The climate change crisis and need for 
clean energy highlight the connection 
between science, society, and policy
•Nuclear energy technologies  hold 

potential to address global energy and 
change energy policy
•Understanding the forms of reasoning  

used by scientists and engineers in talk 
among themselves can enable productive 
avenues for developing nuclear energy 
policy

Introduction

•Reasoning is the act of constructing a 
logical argument with a claim and 
support
•Technical reasoning includes forms of 

argument that produce legitimate 
scientific and engineering knowledge
• Prudential reasoning involves forms of 

argument that produce judgments based 
on value
• Previous research indicates that nuclear 

professionals use technical reasoning 
among themselves and prudential 
reasoning with the public 
•Our hypothesis is that the presidents of 

a prominent nuclear organization use 
prudential reasoning when 
communicating policy and community 
culture to their membership

Sample: 562 lines
Most Prominent Themes: 
Cultural Identity - Positive: 31%
Environmental - Positive: 14%
Technological - Positive: 12%
Political-Legal - Negative: 12%

Preliminary Findings

• “I ask that we all work to for the continuing 
increase in the demand for energy by the 
developing countries, a demand I believe the 
world cannot meet with oil, coal, natural gas, 
and renewables.”

• “You will be pleased to learn that the health 
effects of low-level radiation—100 mrem per 
year above natural background levels—cannot 
be distinguished from those of everyday, 
natural health hazards.”

• “Dr. Lovelock (a noted British 
environmentalist)  went on to say that 
‘opposition to nuclear energy is based on 
irrational fear fed by Hollywood-style fiction, 
the green lobbies, and the media.”

• “This “grassroots” effort would do much to get 
our message out to our target audience 
directly, since changing the media’s perception 
is much more difficult and takes longer.”

Examples

 Implications
• Prudential reasoning is often used to 

invalidate public concerns through an 
adversarial approach (us vs. them) to 
refute public criticisms, i.e. radiation

• Nuclear science is viewed as a cultural 
phenominon with encouragement to 
advocate on nuclear’s behalf

Acknowledgments
• NSF STS Division (SES 1329563)
• Collaborators: Tarla Rai Peterson (UT El 

Paso), Christi Horton (Tarleton Unniversity)

Methodology

Monica Scott, Ian Summers (Doctoral Candidate), Dr. Danielle Endres (Lead PI)

How Nuclear Science Professional Society Presidents Frame Nuclear Energy 

•  Sentence-level analysis using Nvivo
• Socio-Political Evaluation of Energy 

Deployment (SPEED) framework is an 
interdisciplinary, systematic approach for 
analyzing development and deployment 
of emerging energy technologies

• Examines (1) cultural, (2) economic, (3) 
environmental, (4) political-legal, (5) 
technical functions
•Measures tone as positive or negative

• President’s column in bimonthly 
newsletters

• Years 1999-2016
• 108 total columns
• Over 1750 lines

Data Collection

Forms of Reasoning

• Largest nuclear association in the 
world with 11,000 members

• 45 countries represented 
• President serves for 12 months

What is a Nuclear Science 
Professional Society?

UCUR
Utah Valley University 

Feb. 17th, 2017

Preliminary Themes 

•Nuclear energy works in conjunction 
with, but is superior to, other “clean” 
technologies, i.e. it produces more 
electricity, is more reliable, and is not as 
geographically limited

• The general public’s fear of nuclear 
energy is irrational and radiation is 
natural

• Due to the media’s misguided portrayal 
of nuclear energy, there is a shortage of 
available workers in the nuclear field

• Members are encouraged to be 
advocates to combat misleading info
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